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March, 2006
by J. G.Kirton, 3™ great-nephew of George Kearton (or Kirion)
of Mansel Street, Goodmans Felds, Middlesex,
Attorney at Law. Who, with his vounger beother,
Captain Thomas Kirton {my 3™ Great grandfather),
were both fimst cousins of Ann Kearton's husband,
John Kearton of the Island of 5t Vincent
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GEORGE KEARTON, junior, of St Vincent (1722 - 1783)

We have already wld some of the story of how George Kearlon, jumor in
1764 purchascd a moicty or hall share of a plantaion on the west coast of the
island of St Vincent m the West Indies. At the time this was probably quite a
smart thing to do, at least in theory, there 15 no question but that many people
made substantial fortunes from the sugar and rum trade centered in the Caribbean.
Ceorge was aped about 42 when he set off on this adventure, and one wonders
i he ever came (o regret his decision. There is no doubl, however, that his move
o SL Vinccnl, and subscquent cvenis, long afler George's own death, contnucd
e cause Wwimoil in the Kearon/ Kinon [amily [or gencrations ww come, and were
probably stll doing so as lalc as 1902 [

It is important to realize what was happening in the West Indies during
the last half of the 18" Century. “Sugar was the source of this wealth. To this
was added other crops, much smaller but highly valuable, such as indigo and
coffee. The Briish West Indies accounted for about one-fifth of Britain's foreign
trade in 1789, This increased to onc-thind during the 1790s. By the lare 1790,
the West Indies altmcled lowr-fifths of all Brilain®s overscas capital  invesimenls
and provided over onc-cighth of the government's £ 315 million it net
revenue o the Treasury through various direct laxes and dulics. Considerablc
direct tax income, perhaps another eighth, was generated from the West Indian
commercial and twade activity. These ftigures explain the tremendous numbers of
naval and mulitary forces deployed to protect these valuable Canbbean terntones.”

(rel.:” British Forces in the West Indics 1793-1815" by Renc Chanrand & Paul

Chappel, Osprey Military, Men-al-Arms Scrics No. 294, 1996, page 3)

1L happens thal George and his pariner unforlupalely selecled the onc
island  that had probubly more  polential [or problems and lumoil than any
other island in the whole of the Canbbean. This is because St Vincent still
had a resident population of the herce Canb tnbe, who had withstood any
attempts at seftlement until between the years [722 and [734, when the French
fimally did so. The island was then declared to be neutral by the Treaty of
Alx-la-Chapell, however, in 1762 it was capiured by a Briush military [orce
umdder Gen. Roberl Monckion, and was ceded w Britain in 1763, The Caribs (also
known as Charaids) being forced into the northem and casiern pans of the island.

The island is part of the Windward chain, measuring some 20 miles north
and south, and some 10 miles east to west, and covering some 140 square miles.
The capital, Kingstown, les in the south western tip of the island, and the
mactive Soufriere volcano lies on the northem tip.

English seftlement wmust have started nght after 1763, because it is
clear lhal the plantalion thal Willlam Lindow and George Kearton had  puschased
in 1764-5 was alrcady in operation, and was previously owned, presumably during
thc Umc when the island had sull been under French control prior o 1748, in a
parincrship, under the names of three individuals:- Mason, Lafarque and Cantalupe.
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